BEFORE THE OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION

Jeanette Moll
R0O3B Market St,

Zanesville, Ohio 43701 : Expedited hearing requested
Complainant,

v,

Jennifer Brunner

180 East Broad Sireet

Columbus, Ohio 43215
and,

Zack Space

137 East Iron Avemnoe

Dover, Ohio 44622

Respondents.

COMPLAINT WITH AFFIDAVIT OF PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE ATTACHED

PARTIES

1. Complainant Jeanette Moll is a registered voter in the State of Ohio.

2. Respondent Jermifer Brunner is a 2010 candidate for the United States Senate in the state of
Ohio. She is currently an elected officeholder as the Qhio Secretary of State.

3. Respondent Zack Space is a 2010 candidate for the United States House of Representatives
in the state of Ohio’s Eighteenth District. He is currently an elected officeholder as a
Congressman in that District.

COMMON FACTUAL ALEEGATIONS
4. Complainant incorporates paragraphs one through three (1-3) as if fully rewritten herein.
5. Ohio Revised Code Section 3517.21(B)(10) prohibits a person from knowingly or recklessly

in a newspaper, periodical, press release or otherwise posting, publishing, circulating,
distributing, or otherwise disseminating 2 false statement concerning a candidate,
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6. Ohio Revised Code Section 3517.21(B)(8) prohibits a person from, in a newspaper,
periodical, press release or otherwise falsely identifying the source of a statement or falsely

stating the opposition to a candidate by a person.

7. In December 2009, Respondent Jennifer Brunner told the National Journal’s Hotline that
Respondent Zack Space said his, “... [political] endorsement of [Democrat U.S. Senate
candidate Lee] Fisher had to do with the governor’s potential role in determining which
districts would be eliminated after the census.” (See Exhibits A and B, attached hereto).

8. After Respondent Jennifer Brunner made her statement to the National Journal, Respondent
Zack Space issued a press release that claimed “Rep. Space never said that at all.” (See Id.)

COUNT ONE
9. Complainant incorporates paragraphs one through eight (1-8) as if fully rewritten herein.
10. Respondent Zack Space knowingly posted, published, circulated, distributed, or otherwise

disseminated a false statement by claiming that he did not make certain statements to
Respondent Jennifer Brunner, in violation of R.C. 3517.21(B)}(10).

COUNT TWO (IN THE ALTERNATIVE

11, Complainant incorporates paragraphs one through ten (1-10) as if fully rewritten herein.

12. Respondent Jennifer Brunner knowingly posted, published, circulated, distributed, or
otherwise disseminated a false statement by claiming that Respondent Zack Space made
cerfain statements to her concerning Space’s motivation for providing a political
endorsement Lee Fisher in violation of R.C. 3517.21(B)(10).

13. Respondent Jennifer Brunner falsely identified the source of her statement to the National
Journal in violation of R.C. 3517.21(B)(8).

PENALTY:
14, Complainant incorporates paragraphs one through thirteen (1-13) as if fully rewritten herein.

15. R.C. 3517.992 provides that “(V) Whoever violates section 3517.21 or 3517.22 of the

Revised Code shall be imprisoned for not more than six months or fined not more than five
thousand dollars, or both.”
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WHEREFORE, the Complainant submits this complaint and requests an expedited review

before the Ohio Elections Comumission.
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Respectfully submitted,
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Feanette Moll (0066786)

' Phone: (740) 297-4700

“Fax: (740) 297- 7782
Email: jmoli@columbus.rr.com



AFFIDAVIT OF JEANETTE MOLL

STATE OF OHIO
COUNTY OF MUSKINGUM 85.

I, Jeanette Moll, after being duly swom and cautioned, state that the information
contained in the foregoing complaint is based on my personal knowledge, understanding, and
belief, and that I am competent to testify to matters stated herein:

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.
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Jeanege Moll
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Sworn to and subscribed in my presence this _$5_day of March, 2010.

Notary Public

KRISTEN L. CARROLL
NOTARY PUBLIC - OHIO
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:
2.9 Loy
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Brunner Down, But Not Out |

December 17, 2009 12;00 PM | Permalink | Comments (7) | Share This
By Erin McPike

OH Sec/State Jennifer Brunner (D) has vawed t0 keep her SEN campaign alive until the May
primary and even made it to DC on Wednesday for a fundraiser with an Afghanistan veterans
group.

But, Brunner conceded in an interview, she will continue reporting below-average fundraising
numbers at the end of this quarter. "It will look like | won't at the end of this quarter,” she
said when asked whether she will be able o run a credible paid media campaign.

Brunner replaced her finance team earlier this year in an effort to beef up fundraising, but
she has since decided to "roll with the punches.” She said she realized that with all of the
institutional support going to LG Lee Fisher (D}, she's been forced to run a grassroots
campaignr, and she thinks it's going well.

"I started my law practice out of the corner of my bedroom,” she said. It eventually grew to
32 people. "When you start a small business, you have to run things as lean and mean as you

htto:/hotlineoncall. nationalicurnal. com/archives/2009/1 2 /brutiner down buohn IO
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can. | think donors appreciate when you don't waste their money.”

The DSCC has all but written her off, however, and the establishment has turned to Fisher. In
fact, Brunner said when she spoke with DSCC Chair Bob Menendez in Sept., he first told her
that he “didn't want to see a Democratic candidate at the end of the primary with zero
dollars,” and he followed up that his organization would go into the state to work against a
candidate perceived as "being negative in the primary or not raising enough money."

Brunner said she responded: "If you do that, the women of Ohio will never forgive you.”
Menendez, she said, retarted: "I know you're not scared of me, and ['m not scared of you."

(For their part, the DSCC points out they elected 4 new women in the last two cycles that

they actively recruited and with NY Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, MA AG Martha Coakley and MO
Sec/State Robin Carnahan, they've got another 3 this cycle.)

Fisher is also winning the endorsements battle, He has the support of Gov, Ted Strickland B

(D), as well as several Dem members of the Ohio congressionat delegation, including Reps,

Tim Ryan, Zack Space and Charlie Wilson. SiStE
The Buckeye State, Brunner noted, is expected to lose 2 congressional districts after the "10 Tech D
Census, and she said each party can expect to shed one. For that reason, Brunner said that
when she met with S$pace, he "admitted his endorsement of Fisher had to do with the sarch 05, 2
governor's potential role in determining which districts would be eliminated after the

CeNsUS." nder
Update: Space’s office denies the charge. "With all due respect to Secretary of State warch 05, 3

Brunner, Rep. Space never said that at all. What [Space] told her was that while he has the 1
utmost respect for her, he believed that ... Fisher's efforts to bring about new economic PO Ste

development and jobs is precisely what Qbio needs at this moment when the national ,\;mhos ;

economy has devastated Ohio's workers and industries,” campaign spokesman Brent Parrish
said in a statement emailed to Hotline OnCall. Insider
Brunner also said several mayors backing Fisher told her they were doing so to protect money ;arch 05 ' )

headed to their cities.
: . Expert
And though Rep. Marcia Fudge (D) is neutral in the primary, Brunner said Fudge told her that T
she would make a better candidate than Fisher. Latest res)
Brunrer stressed that it's not just about money or endorsements, though, and reiterated that March 01, 2
she just wants to win voters. "I'm doing well in polling,” she offered. Expert:
indeed, Quinnipiac’s trend lines show her having closed a gap this fall against Fisher, In its L,atet o
. : SEres
latest survey of 394 RVs, taken 11/5-9 with & 4.9% error margin, Fisher led 24%-22%, after varch 06 #
r ,

having led by 2 points in mid-Sept. © )
The DSCC points out that some recent polls have showed Fisher polling better against ex-Rep. “I_ efrt
Rob Portman (R), the likely GOP neminee, o
Latest rey|
Brunner's most potent possible ally, EMILY's List, has been notably absent from the race. She March 04, 2

said it's been a while since she spoke with the erganization.

Expert:

"They discouraged me from running because the governor was supporting Fisher,"” she

http://hotlineoncall.nationaljournal.com/archives/2009/12/brunner down bu.nhn ITION
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explained but said she doesn't understand why they would stay neutral in a psimary where g o
they had a decent chance of electing a woman who already holds statewide office to the Latest res
Senate. March 04, 2
But Brunner has also suffered from bad press throughout the year for ethics flaps, along with * EXpert'-
Dem strategists crowing that her campaign is dysfunctional. Srving o
Latest res|
ahe has had to defend herself after she transferred 2 campaign employees to her official March 05, 2

office. One had skills better suited to the official office, she said, and the other was
replaced on the campaign by a consultant. " know it probably looks odd,” she said, but she EXpert

insisted that neither one is involved in the campaign now. ; '
Latest res)

But Brunner said the onslaught of negativity and attacks from within her own party is not March 05, 2

demoralizing.

" had lots of death threats last year,” she said, referring to the role she had to play in | National

overseeing the emotionally (and racially, she said) charged 08 presidentfal etection in OH. e

"For 7 weeks | was supervised by the highway patrol,” she said, pulling out her "souvenir,” a 5 i! ¥

highway patrol badge. "I was sued 15 times in 8 weeks by the Republican Party.” N
o

7 Commentis :

{For their part, the DSCC points ... with NY Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, MA AG Martha
Coakley and MO Sec/State Robin Carnahan, they've got another 3 this cycle.)

Except 1) overlooks the rather obvious trait shared by these three candidates: all are women -
who have run and WON statewide and 2) they didn't get involved in MA, which was decided in

the primary. Allﬂl

Mark Keating | December 18, 2009 9:4% AM Learn mor

.......................... fontact U

Suhs
Fterie | December 29, 2009 2:07 PM
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They make, as the standard of acadermic instruction.

Damn, that sound's s easy if you think about it. Amy Walt:
) Reid Wilst

rulett strategiak | January 4, 2010 9:41 AM

................................................................................................... CUntrbe!

This brings me to an idea:... John Merc
Abby Livir

rulet kazina | January 8, 2010 12:30 P
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Holly Noe

In regard to your studies at school. Y
Shepard,
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Noemi | January 9, 2010 7:38 PM Sean Sulli
N Discl

| cannot balieve this is truel
On Call e
Vinde Ved Roulette | January 11, 2010 3:58 PM comment:
.................................................................................. Atlantic &
the comm

Hi webtnaster, commenters and everybody else 11 The blog was absolutely fantastic! Lots of
great information and inspiration, both of which we all need!lr Keep 'em coming,.. you all do
such a great job at such Concepts... can't tell you how much I, for one appreciate all you dao!

Garmin 305 GPS review | January 13, 2010 4:10 AM

let's negotiate a fair
agreement without
the threats.

more >
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Jennifer Brunner dishes in D.C. (Marcia
Fudge, Zack Space, are your ears burning?)
Yikes.

By Stephen Koiff, The Plain Dealer
December 17, 2009, 2:;15PM

Chuck Crow, The Plain Dealer

Chio Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner in a 2008 interview with The Plain Dealer
Editarial Board.

UPDATED AT 2:40 p.m.

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Jennifer Brunner came to Washington on Wednasday
and uttered things that the Ohio media only wishes she'd said to them. But
sorry, Buckeves, Ohig's secretary of state saved her dish for National

Journal's Hotline, which has about the sarne penetration in Ohio as, say, the
Bakersfield Californian.

So here's what Ohio voters missed: Brunner thinks she'd make a stronger
candidate for U.S. Senate than Lee Fisher, who is now Qhio's lieutenant
governor -- and at least one Ohio Democrat in Congress, Marcia

Fudge, feels the same way, desplte her stated neutrality. Brunner aiso said
that another congressional Democrat, Zack Space, has an ulterior motive
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for supporting Fisher: He's trying to save his seat during the coming round
of redistricting.

Brunner and Fisher are vying to run in next November's election to replace
.S, Sen. George Voinovich, who js retiring. Former congressman and Bush
budget director Rob Portman is expected to be the Republican on the ticket,

But Fisher is getting more fund-raising support and endorsemeants, including
those of congressmen such as Space. Why is that? Here's how it was
described to National Journal:

"The Buckeye State, Brunner noted, is expected 1o lose two congressional
districts after the '10 Census, and she said each party can expect to shed
one, For that reason, Brunner said that when she met with Space,

ae "admitted his endorsement of Fisher had to do with the governor's
notential role i determining which districts would be eliminated after the
census.’

"Brunner aiso said several mayors backing Fisher told her they were doing
so to protect money headed to their cities.

"And though Rep. Mardia Fudge (D) is neutra! in the primary, Brunnear said
Fudge toid her that she would make a better candidate than Fisher,”

Some Dermocrats in Washington are mighty unhappy over Brunner's

comments. The National Republican Senatorial Committee is giddy, on the
other hand.

Did Brunner, $Space and Fudge really say these things? In Space's case, no,
or s says the spokesman for his congressional reelection committee,

"With alf due respect to Secretary of Stete Brunner, Congressman Space
never said that at all,” seid Brent Parrish, spokesman for Zack Space for
Congrass. "What the Congressman toid ber was that while he has the
utmost respect for her, he belisved that Lt. Governor Fisher's efforts to
bring about new economic development and jobs is precisely what Qhio
needs at this moment when the national economy has devastated Ohio's
workers and industries.”

We're awaiting additional responses, with updates to foliow.
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Print this Email this Share this:

Previous story: James Traficant contemplates return to Congress

Next story: Democrats in Congress expect to retain newly won Ohio
seats

Story tags: George Voinovich | Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher | Marcia Fudge |
Ohio Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner | Rob Portman | Zack Space

Comments giwe)  rss Post a comment

Oldest comments are shown first, Show newest comments first

Posted by = . . oL
December 17, 2009, 5:00PM

Serioushy.? Lt. Gov has done whet to help retain jobs in Ohio? Whete was he
with this?

http:/ /www.chsnews.com/stories /2009 /04717 /60minutes/ maind9
52111.shtmd

What about NCR in Dayton?

Portman is no hetter with his ties to the Bush Administration.

Peopple, Jennifer Brunner is our best shot for U.5. Senate. She is the only
one of the Dems elected in 2006 that has actualiy accomplished the gozls

she set for the office. Cuyahoga County elections - a perfect example!

If pecple think they are going to bring down Portman and raise Fisher on the
jobs issue (creation and retention) that is going to zerc them both out.

Wake up people.. Lets be a little more progressive and glect a woman who
really wiil go to werk for us,

Inappropriate commant? Alert us.

Reply to this comment | Post a new comment
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Posted by .
December 18, 2009, 12:25AM

Yeah! "Let's be a litte more progressive and elect a woman who
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